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objects of indifference,, if not of contempt., to
the world in which they live. It may be casually
esteemed by the man who abounds in the esteem
and consideration of others; but to those who
are condemned to carry the shafts of obloquy
and still retain any proper measure of self-
respect, love becomes the pearl of great price.
Thompson had been despised even among the
despised. He had accustomed himself to indif-
ference. And yet he had been sought out as
one would seek for what was rare and precious.
No wonder that to this delivered soul, the Cross
of our blessed Lord became the sum and em-
bodiment of all his universe, mental., moral and
spiritual. For Francis Thompson was the prodi-
gal, who had been sent out into the fields to feed
the swine, and could not rest there because some-
thing continually stirred up within him recollec-
tions of a great heritage, and who, knowing full
well that the lot of a servant was too good for
him, nevertheless heard the all-pitying voice cry:
"Bring forth the best robe and put it on him;
and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his
feet, and bring hither the fatted calf and kill it,